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     My name is Ann Bollens, I am the third president our 
group has had since its­ beginning . I joined the group in 1998 
but I­ve gotta say that I was not a greyhound fan. Now don­t 
get me wrong, I love dogs-pretty much all breeds and sizes of 
dogs. I like the feel of their hair, the way their tails tell you 
how they are feeling, and the look in their eyes when they are 
letting you know that you are loved. But greyhounds seemed 
to me to be aloof and not really bright. Then two friends of mind 
convinced me that I probably needed to help them out a bit with placing some greyhounds.  

     Those two friends were Mike Massaro and Renea Windley. Mike founded Escarosa 
Greyhound Adoption and Renea was one of the founders of Emerald Coast Greyhound 
Adoption Program. I told them both that I­d foster one or two greyhounds but that I  
wouldn­t make a commitment to do more. Renea brought Charlotte, my first greyhound 
foster dog, into our home within days of my volunteering. I didn­t know then that I­d just 
taken my life in a new direction. 

    Within the first week I realized that Charlotte was not aloof and certainly wasn­t  
stupid. She was stubborn, opinionated, a bit sassy and very, very lovable. When Charlotte 
left for her forever home, we fostered what I announced would be our second and final fos-
ter, Singbird. The Bird was another one of those special grey ladies and she too did a darn 
good job working her way into my heart. Still when she was placed, I told Renea that Skip 
and I were through but might help in an emergency. We wouldn­t foster regularly any 
more. 

    Within a week that emergency came along in the form of a skinny, shy black grey-
hound named Chantilly. She was the most frustrating of my first fosters²very shy and yet 
very needy with a whole lot of physical problems. It took a long time for her to be placed 
the first time, but only hours for her to bounce back. For a long time Chantilly held the re-
cord for the number of adoptions and bounces. She was my third, fifth, ninth, and fifteenth 
foster dog. When we took her to meet family number five, I said that if she failed again 
she­d be mine. I­ve never been so happy to see a greyhound fail a cat test and after a year 
of fostering she became our first forever greyhound. 

     Chantilly Lace was my heart and the reason that I stayed with greyhound adoption. 
She was the reason that I continued to foster and to work for greyhound welfare. Please 
note that I say ®was the reason.¯ Over the years I­ve come to realize that I do love the grey-
hound breed - with all their contradictions and quirks they are endlessly fascinating. 

     Now, I work for greyhound adoption. I­ve met people from all over the country who 
have become friends. I am part of a group that I feel so incredibly proud of and I work with 
some of the finest people that I­ve ever known²and the icing on the cake is that I still get 
to play with lots and lots of greyhounds. 
 

Ann Bollens 



 

              We­re Mike and Pat Barrett, originally from the Finger Lakes and 
Great Lakes regions in New York state. Mike has lived here ®forever¯ and  
I­m a relative newcomer by comparison. Mike works as an electrician at the 
Naval Support Activities in Panama City and I am an artisan who works at 
home. 

      As animal lovers, we became interested in Greyhounds when we met 
and fell in love with newly retired MVP Juan Pierre at a 2005 M&G. She 
soon became our beloved ®Dazey,¯  and a little while after that we started our 
fostering  career. Eventually we adopted our foster Penny as a companion for 
Dazey. Having since lost our sweet Dazey, we now have Penny and any other 
foster Greyhounds who lives with us at any given time. The photo I­ve sub-
mitted with our bio is of our little family of humans, Dazey and our former 
foster Abbe (KC­sWaspy Bea).  

 

      A ll of our fosters bring good memories and each and every one of them 
are very special and lovable in their own way. They all have little quirks or 
habits that make them unique and unforgettable. Some dogs are shy and inse-
cure  and others are more outgoing and confident, but they all have a story to 
tell. They­re all wonderful and we are extremely blessed and fortunate to have 
shared the privilege of being family with them for a limited time. 

 

    When people ask how we give up our fosters, our answer is that while it­s 
not easy, the reward lies in seeing the joy and appreciation in both dog and 
human when that very special day comes and in knowing we­ve played a role 
in that joyous union.  

Mike and Pat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wonderful Foster Families 
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Foster Families 
 

Mike and Pat Barrett 
 

Ann and Skip Bollens 
 

Bill and Donna Broecker 
 

Brandi Boyer 
 
 

Donna Chappell and 
Family 

 
Jodi Lowery 

 
 

Max and Marsha Kelley 
 
 

Norman and Phyllis Hill 
 

Charlie and Barbara 
 
 

Chris and Cathy Streeter 
 
 

Sam and Stephanie 
Sharpe 
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Something to Rooo About, Meet  and Greets 

Calendar of Events 
 
June  2009 
Doggie Bathe In. See page 7 for 
details 
 
August 2009 
Summer Picnic..See page 7 for 
details 
 
September 2009 
Ft Walton Beach 
Dog Daze 
 
October 2009  
Picnic/ Camping Trip 
 
December 2009 
Christmas Party 
 

Events subject to change. Times 
and places to be announced  
later 

I love your eyes 

Petsmart Pensacola, Fl 

Your eyes are too scary 

Are we done yet? 
Pensacola, Fl Books A Mil-
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meeting the hounds at the new M&G venue in 

Gulf Breeze, Fl  

 

Tiki Jakes in  

Gulf Breese, Fl 

Loveable Chance 
Panama City, Fl  
Books A Million 

What a beautiful Trifecta 
Grady, Erica and Chance 

Panama City, Fl  Books A Million 
 

I want to take you home 
Erica and friend 
Panama City, Fl 

Bettie Grinsted and friends 
Panama City, Fl 

What are we supposed to do???? 
Nettie  under Tony Gerea at  

Pensacola, FL. Books A Million 


