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Greyhound Pe

Hello, I'm Jennifer Cullen, Vice President o
Greyhound Pets Of America/Emerald Coast. |
1995, | began an independent adoption effort
working from Ebro Greyhound Park. | did so
the request of a mentor who lived in Baton R
and put me in contact with a trainer at Ebro.
trainer was Stacie Castells (now Strickland).
tle did | know that would begin a fourtegear
collaboration with regard to placing greyhoun
Stacie became a teacher, sounding board, an
structor of all things greyhoundwiill be forever
in her debt.

In 2001, after considering filing a nqmofit
request for our little enterprise, | was once ag
steered by my mentor to contact the growing
successful group, Greyhound Pets Of Americ
Emerald Coast, to see if we could forge a unified effort for Northwest Flor-
ida. What a wonderful opportunity that became...2001 marked the year that
Greyhound Pets Of America/Emerald Coast expanded its territory and with
that commitment, hundreds of dogs
stretch. We have dedicated volunt
ex-racers over a large area of Northwest Florida.

Greyhounds were not my original breed interest. | have, over the years,
been involved with AKC conformation showing Whippets, Borzois, and
Collies, and AKC and ASFA lure coursing Borzois, Greyhounds and
Whippets. We have felt the vicarious joy of watching our dogs thatiti
the chase, even if it was only chasing a white plastic bag. Most of the dogs
that | started out with in 1995 have crossed the bridge, but each lives on in
my heart and memory.

Jennifer Cullen
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MetreDavidson County Detention Facility..Nashville

Greyhounds are selected frdareyhound Pets of America/Emerald CdasGreyhound Rescue Founda-
tion of Tennesse® enter the prison/inmate program in Nashville, Tenne3$ese hounds are then gathered
at a central place the day before the haul. They are fed the night before and allowed to roam, potty, and play
outside before being put up for the night. The GPA/EC van arrives next morning at 4:30 am with two GPA/EC(
volunteers to share the driving to Nashville. The dogs are not fed the morning of the haul, but are given Cap-
star flea tablets and loaded in the van. The van is capable of taking up to ten dogs at a time.

Once in Nashville, Mike and Janis Kirby, from Knoxville
(and heads of GRFT), Ann Marie and Jim Mitchell of Nash
ville, and other volunteers from the Nashville area help
unload the dogs, offer water, and walk them for a potty brex
The dogs are then taken inside the prison and greeted by
Panthea Aylward, who coordinates the activities inside the
prison. \

GRFT supplies a trainer, veterinary care, food, crates, b e s
ding, bowls, toys, treats, heartworm preventative, collars,
leads, and other incidentals. The hounds are now ready to
gin their training. Each dog gets an experienced handler a
an apprentice. (Then for the next group of hounds the
apprentice becomes the handler). The dogs stay in crates i
room together and the inmates sleep in a different area. Thef \;ie Kirby (kneeling) from GRFT, Jim Mitchell
inmates do spend the majority of the day with the dogs, wh F‘l@ﬂh Nashville, and Panthea Aylward, who is th
training or watching TV, etc. As one inmate is quoted as sayagordinator inside of the prison. These are GPAJEC
®it-s a two way street. hounds being welcomed into the prison progra

The trainer, Kat Martin, comes in once a week and show} the Picture Courtesy of GRFT
inmates how to start the first training lesson. They then worlj on
perfecting that skill for that week. The training is pretty basic
attention to name, sit, down, walk on a loose leash, come when called, sit/stay, down/stay, leave it!, and touc
If the dogs advance enough through the basic training they can work on automatic sit as well as some tricks.

Once the hounds complete their training, graduate and are swapped out (another group comes from GPA
EC), they usually go to Knoxville to be placed in foster care or are adopted directly. Sometimes a few hound:
stay in Nashville for adoption.

Jim and Ann Marie Mitchell

Jim and Ann Marie Mitchell head up the prison program and work closely with Mike and Janis Kirby in

Knoxvill e. I f a ®cell hound stays in the Nashyv
required paper work to place that hound. They are both appreciative of the trust Mike and Janis Kirby have
placed in them to carry out this very important

Jim and Ann Marie adopted their first greyhound in 1999. Jim became involved with the cell dog program
when it first began in 2004. He had recently retired from Saturn/GM giving him the time needed for the pro-
gram. After the Mitchells- Greys Matter group di
prison program. Ann Marie then became involved and offered to run-measuction to help with the fund-
ing. When Jim broke his ankle about a year ago,
start to finish. Jim and Ann Marie work as a team now. They make sure the dogs are well and have what the
need. This may include a trip to the vet, taking food and meds into the prison, and of course attending the
trainings.

&0 far | have done two auctions and plan another one next year to keep the program funded. This is a w
win situation. The hounds benefit and the inmate/handlers do too. The cell dog program is a labor of love for
so many of wus. Seeing the | ook on the handl er-s

Ann Marie Mitchell
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Something to Rooo About, Nashville Prison Haul

Our guys Charlie & Mark doing what they go
best.. Getting the hounds safe and soundjto
Nashville

GPA/EC dogs that entered the prison i
May of this year are AMS Louis Tully,
BD-s Walsh, Jude ear

Wm-s Tick n Away, and JC Lil

The haul and exchange from
July 9, 2009
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