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Greyhound Pe

Hello, I'm Jennifer Cullen, Vice President o
Greyhound Pets Of America/Emerald Coast. |
1995, | began an independent adoption effort
working from Ebro Greyhound Park. | did so
the request of a mentor who lived in Baton R
and put me in contact with a trainer at Ebro.
trainer was Stacie Castells (now Strickland).
tle did | know that would begin a fourtegear
collaboration with regard to placing greyhoun
Stacie became a teacher, sounding board, an
structor of all things greyhoundwiill be forever
in her debt.

In 2001, after considering filing a nqmofit
request for our little enterprise, | was once ag
steered by my mentor to contact the growing
successful group, Greyhound Pets Of Americ
Emerald Coast, to see if we could forge a unified effort for Northwest Flor-
ida. What a wonderful opportunity that became...2001 marked the year that
Greyhound Pets Of America/Emerald Coast expanded its territory and with
that commitment, hundreds of dogs
stretch. We have dedicated volunt
ex-racers over a large area of Northwest Florida.

Greyhounds were not my original breed interest. | have, over the years,
been involved with AKC conformation showing Whippets, Borzois, and
Collies, and AKC and ASFA lure coursing Borzois, Greyhounds and
Whippets. We have felt the vicarious joy of watching our dogs thatiti
the chase, even if it was only chasing a white plastic bag. Most of the dogs
that | started out with in 1995 have crossed the bridge, but each lives on in
my heart and memory.

Jennifer Cullen
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MetreDavidson County Detention Facility..Nashville

Greyhounds are selected frdareyhound Pets of America/Emerald CdasGreyhound Rescue Founda-
tion of Tennesse® enter the prison/inmate program in Nashville, Tenne3$ese hounds are then gathered
at a central place the day before the haul. They are fed the night before and allowed to roam, potty, and play
outside before being put up for the night. The GPA/EC van arrives next morning at 4:30 am with two GPA/EC(
volunteers to share the driving to Nashville. The dogs are not fed the morning of the haul, but are given Cap-
star flea tablets and loaded in the van. The van is capable of taking up to ten dogs at a time.

Once in Nashville, Mike and Janis Kirby, from Knoxville
(and heads of GRFT), Ann Marie and Jim Mitchell of Nash
ville, and other volunteers from the Nashville area help
unload the dogs, offer water, and walk them for a potty brex
The dogs are then taken inside the prison and greeted by
Panthea Aylward, who coordinates the activities inside the
prison. \

GRFT supplies a trainer, veterinary care, food, crates, b e s
ding, bowls, toys, treats, heartworm preventative, collars,
leads, and other incidentals. The hounds are now ready to
gin their training. Each dog gets an experienced handler a
an apprentice. (Then for the next group of hounds the
apprentice becomes the handler). The dogs stay in crates i
room together and the inmates sleep in a different area. Thef \;ie Kirby (kneeling) from GRFT, Jim Mitchell
inmates do spend the majority of the day with the dogs, wh F‘l@ﬂh Nashville, and Panthea Aylward, who is th
training or watching TV, etc. As one inmate is quoted as sayagordinator inside of the prison. These are GPAJEC
®it-s a two way street. hounds being welcomed into the prison progra

The trainer, Kat Martin, comes in once a week and show} the Picture Courtesy of GRFT
inmates how to start the first training lesson. They then worlj on
perfecting that skill for that week. The training is pretty basic
attention to name, sit, down, walk on a loose leash, come when called, sit/stay, down/stay, leave it!, and touc
If the dogs advance enough through the basic training they can work on automatic sit as well as some tricks.

Once the hounds complete their training, graduate and are swapped out (another group comes from GPA
EC), they usually go to Knoxville to be placed in foster care or are adopted directly. Sometimes a few hound:
stay in Nashville for adoption.

Jim and Ann Marie Mitchell

Jim and Ann Marie Mitchell head up the prison program and work closely with Mike and Janis Kirby in

Knoxvill e. I f a ®cell hound stays in the Nashyv
required paper work to place that hound. They are both appreciative of the trust Mike and Janis Kirby have
placed in them to carry out this very important

Jim and Ann Marie adopted their first greyhound in 1999. Jim became involved with the cell dog program
when it first began in 2004. He had recently retired from Saturn/GM giving him the time needed for the pro-
gram. After the Mitchells- Greys Matter group di
prison program. Ann Marie then became involved and offered to run-measuction to help with the fund-
ing. When Jim broke his ankle about a year ago,
start to finish. Jim and Ann Marie work as a team now. They make sure the dogs are well and have what the
need. This may include a trip to the vet, taking food and meds into the prison, and of course attending the
trainings.

&0 far | have done two auctions and plan another one next year to keep the program funded. This is a w
win situation. The hounds benefit and the inmate/handlers do too. The cell dog program is a labor of love for
so many of wus. Seeing the | ook on the handl er-s

Ann Marie Mitchell
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Something to Rooo About, Nashville Prison Haul

GPA/EC dogs that entered the prison i
May of this year are AMS Louis Tully,

Wm-s Tick n Away, Jarn JcC

The haul and exchange from
July 9, 2009

Our guys Charlie & Mark doing what they go

b . he h q ; q Gotta | ove b e m
est.. Getting tl\(leasﬁ\ljirrles safe and soundfto Judy Hughes and AMF Spring Rain

BD-s Wal s h, Jude e ) Ww -



Foster Families
John and Bettie

Skip and Ann
Mike and Pat
Bill and Liz
Lori Douglass
Charlie and Barbara
Tonya
Max and Marsha
Jodi
Rick and Connie
Sam and Stephanie
Chris and Cathy
Alesia
Bill and Donna
Donna and Family
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Our Wonderful Foster Families
John and Bettie Grinsted

| was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the third
child in a family of thirteen. John was born in Texas, raised in Vir-
ginia and the only child. This proves opposites attract! We have
been married for thirty three years. John has two children and two
grandchildren. | have three children, ten grandchildren and six great
-grandchildren.

John works for Bay Medical Center as a security guard, and |

work part time for Hardees as their biscuit maker. In 2006 | won
the biscuit maker competition for the state of Florida.

A friend from Maryland got us interested in greyhounds. We

adopted our first grey in January, 1977 and our second in February,
1977. More adoptions of greyhounds followed and when we ar-
rived in Florida in 1998 we had five greys and three yorkies!

We now have ten greys (that is subject to change at any given

moment), three poodles, two basset hounds, one iggy, one great
dane, and two beautiful black foster greyhounds.

Our real passion is to give a loving home to senior greyhounds.

Our home is blessed with nine seniors and one-teabé, Ty. Our
seniors range in age from eight years to twelve and a half years old.

We have been fostering for GPA/EC since 2004. Watching the
greyhounds go from a racing career to a family pet is very reward-

ing, each one so different 1in
i ng numer ous ti mes.
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The Doctoros Of fi

Why All The Concern About Ehrlichia in
Adopted Greyhounds

by
Suzanne Stack, DVM

Studies have shown that it can take as long as five to seven years following a bite from
an Ehrlichiacarrying tick for a dog to show symptoms. By then, a greyhound is long gone
from the tickinfested racing kennel or farm and possibly living in an area where Ehrlichia
Is unheard of. The greyhound may present with a variety of mysterious ailments, some of
which can be serious and fatal if not treated. Veterinarians working with adopted grey-
hounds should maintain a high index of suspicion for Ehrlichia.

Acute (first few weeks) signs of Ehrlichia, such as runny nose /eyes and cough
(resembling distemper) would not be expected in adopted racers. Virtually all adopted gre'
hounds will be in a chronic stage. There may be vague signs such as lethargy, fever, and
weight loss. Greyhounds may have bleeding, bone marrow suppression, eye disease, neL
logic signs, neck/spinal pain, polyarthritis, enlarged spleen, enlarged lymph nodes, or kid-
ney disease. Blood work may show anemia, low white cell counts, low platelets, increasec
protein and increased ALT/ALKP.

Enhrlichia dogs respond dramatically and quickly (within days) to doxycycline, dosed at
five mg per pound twice daily. For this reason, greyhounds should be started on doxycy-
cline as soon as Ehrlichia is suspected. If not immediately available at the veterinary office
all human pharmacies carry doxycycline. Often patients are vastly improved by the time
their titer results are back from the lab. This doxycycline trial can be as useful as the titer
results in determining whether to continue the treatment. Doxycycline must always be
given with food- otherwise it may upset the stomach. Alternatively, Ehrlichia can be treatec
(off label) with Imizol, an injectable drug approved for the treatment of Babesia, another
tick borne disease. The Imizol protocol is two injections two weeks apart.

The most reliable indices of response to therapy are clinical signs, CBC changes (i.e.
anemia, platelet counts), and serum globulin concentrations. A reasonable approach is to
monitor recovered dogs with a CBC and titer at sionth intervals as long as the dog re-
mains clinically normal. If clinical signs develop or the CBC becomes abnormal, retreat,
using Imizol if doxycycline was used the first time around. The majority of dogs will re-
quire only one treatment course, but the owner and veterinarian should remain watchful i
order to recognize a relapse.
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Grey Taills
A Tale of Two Hounds

Dixie

We adopted Dixie in February, 2002, when she was nearly four years old. From the very beginning of her
life with us we wondered why we had never before considered having a greyhound for a pet. We both grew
being ®dog people and always had dogs in our ho
we-re about to move into a retirement community!
dren and families who had adopted greyhounds all convinced us that these marvelous creatures desperately
needed homes. But we were about to sell our home
and take it with you, they told us. And that-s

Azalea Trace is home to about twenty dogs. Pets are welcome as long as the residents live in a ground
floor apartment. We wanted a ground floor anyway, and it is very convenient for taking the pets outdoors.

Di xie adapted to |Iife on a leash in about three
t hunder and firecracker s. Il -m sure she would 1I|ik
her humans.

We had Dixie a few months when someone told us about the Pets For People pet therapy organization ¢
Azalea Trace participated in it. We were amazed that big dogs were welcomed in the program. We were thin
ing little lap dogs. Well, lap dogs greyhounds are not! On the contrary, greyhounds are just the right height fc
people who are confined to beds or wheelchairs to pet.

Some of the residents keep small milk bones to give Dixie when she comes to visit. She knows exactly
which rooms have people that will give her a treat and we cannot walk past those doors without going in.

The residents thank us so much for what we do. We have to convince them that they are the ones who
brighten our days. Dixie is eleven years old now and we have been doing this for seven years.

Ben and Judy Strong and Dixie

Taffy

A greyhound named Willie used to come to the Navarre Library every Wednesday. He would sit and lis-
ten to the children read to him. Willy was so beautiful, gentle and friendly that | fell in love with him. | read up
on the greyhound breed and what great pets they make when their racing career is over.

After going to some meet and greets, | meet Taffy. a beautiful brindle female, eight years old. | fell in
love with her and adopted her through Greyhound Pets of America/ Emerald Coast. She is ten years old now
and in excellent health.

| am so lucky to have such a wonderful companion. | wish | could
have two or three more but | live at Azalea Trace, a retirement commu-
nity. She loves living hereshe is petted by almost everyone she passes.
She doesn-t bark, jump, or |lick p
stand there patiently until | move. | am one lucky lady. If anyone wants
any encouragement to adopt a greyhound, just ask me!

Frances Roesch and Taffy



