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     Secretary! Now with a title like that you  
would think I could write an interesting ®Bio¯ 
 in no time. Not! I­m Connie McMillan and as  
of this printing I am the Secretary of  
Greyhound Pets of America/Emerald Coast. Over 
the past ten years I have held numerous positions  
on our Board. Each has held many rewards. But none more than being 
privileged to work with this wonderful breed. 
     My interest in greyhounds began in 1999 when I saw a program on 
the ®fate of the racing greyhound.¯ Needless to say it was not a flatter-
ing picture of the racing industry. I wanted to ®save¯ a greyhound! My 
brother-in-law had entered into greyhound racing in 1994 and I knew I 
could trust him for help and advice about this strange world. He actually 
brought me to a greyhound farm and introduced me to greyhounds in 
general and my first greyhound in particular--EM­s Eat My Dust. 
®Dusty¯ completely changed my life on his arrival in Pensacola on April 
15, 2000.  
     My first Meet and Greet in Pensacola was at Books-a-Million. Dusty 
and I met many wonderful people with the same passion, finding forever 
homes for retired racers. Renea Windley, our Founder and past Presi-
dent and Ann Bollens, our present President, were two women I knew I 
wanted to work with in helping retired racers. Six months later, Lynn 
Mann Hughes, a neighbor and greyhound owner, and I were asked to 
attend a board meeting  to help the Board organize the group­s first 
event, The Hound Dog Howliday. We both left the meeting knowing 
that GPA/EC was in deep financial trouble with little or no way to raise 
money. It was that night that the GPA/EC Greyhound Shoppe was born. 
Lynn and I brainstormed for weeks on what to offer through the store. 
We had to use our own money to buy and maintain a working inventory. 
I taught Lynn how to sew, and sew she does! The Board approved our 
idea and invited us to become members. 
     Thanks to our wonderful adopters, the Greyhound Shoppe has pros-
pered and continues to raise much needed funds for the greyhounds. The 
greyhounds are my heart, but the store is my soul. 

Connie McMillan 
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The Gift Of Giving 

    Giving comes very easy to those in the GPA/EC family. We are spread far and wide, but 
we have one thing in common...greyhounds and their well-being. I have met so many  
people since I­ve joined this group. All come from different  parts of the country, different 
backgrounds, and different occupations..but we are all the same! 
     Just about everybody associated with GPA/EC gives a most precious gift, their time! 
The Board Members work tirelessly to keep dogs moving into their forever homes, and I 
can tell you, that is a HUGE job! Our foster caregivers are the backbone of our group. 
Then we have those who don­t have their time to give, they give in other ways¤ monetary 
gifts, much needed to help take care of the hounds health needs, food, and dozens of essen-
tials that are too numerous to mention. There are those who you may never meet or hear 
about. They are behind the scenes, but nonetheless work very hard for the group. 
 

Lisa Holmes Smith, Webmaster, Foster Parent, and Site Leader 
 

     I met my first greyhound at Dog Daze in Fort Walton Beach years ago. It was ®Firecracker.¯ She was a 
leaner and I will never forget how she made me feel, and how nice her handler was. I started going to Meet 
and Greets in Destin. I put in my application to adopt, and soon adopted ®Starcrossed.¯  
     I promised myself when I had a yard, I­d become a greyhound foster parent, and so I did. Adopting and fos-
tering have been wonderfully rewarding. 
     It was a natural progression to help with the website. Being a web designer might have something to do 
with that! I­ve been a volunteer with the group for a few years now, as a foster parent, site leader at Meet and 
Greets, and working on the website. I­ve made greyt friends along the way, both two legged and four legged. 
     It­s an awesome group-- It­s all about the doggies!  
 

Pauline  Godwin, Magic Touch Kennels 
 
     You may have wondered, when you see the Available Dogs page on the GPA/EC website, where the 
Pensacola greyhounds are kenneled.? They are taken to Magic Touch Kennels and left in the capable hands of 
Pauline Godwin. Pauline has been in business in the same location since 1985.  
     Ann Bollens (GPA/EC President) first met Pauline Godwin back in the seventies. When Pauline left her 
position at a local vet clinic to open her own kennel business, it was only natural for Ann to use Magic Touch  
Kennel to board her own dogs when she went out of town.  
     There came a time during the organization of GPA/EC that it would be beneficial to the group to have a 
®kennel¯ to house greyhounds waiting to make the transfer from the track to foster homes. Ann had no qualms 
about asking Pauline if she would board a few hounds for a week or so. We started out with four kennel spaces 
and never expected that having Magic Touch Kennel would turn out to be a permanent thing or that we would 
gradually build up to maintaining eight spaces. 
     Some might argue that we pay Pauline and therefore she is an employee not a volunteer. If that were true 
then I would not consider this newsletter article a good idea. We rent kennel spaces and we have the right to 
expect that our dogs be fed, watered, and kept in sanitary conditions. We could not expect that they have a 
guardian who watches carefully over them. Pauline monitors their weight, administers medications, changes 
bandages and cooks large pots of chicken and rice for them when they have tummy upsets.  
     If that weren­t enough to make her a greyt volunteer, she will almost always open her kennel for us to move 
a dog on her days off. If we tell her we have a haul leaving at 5:30am on a Saturday, she will be there, gates 
open, paperwork in hand, and each dog having had a bathroom turnout. Sometimes we bring her dogs with 
fleas and ticks or that are just plain dirty. She will grumble a bit, more for the sake of the animal than the work, 
and immediately take the dog back to her bathing area for a spa treatment. Nice lady, and a good friend to 
greyhounds! Thank you, Pauline, and Merry Christmas from the GPA/EC family!  Ann Bollens 
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The Gift  Of Giving 

Stacie Strickland, Ebro Kennels 
 
    I had the pleasure of joining Ann Bollens, Jennifer Cullen, and Stacie Strickland for 
lunch one day after delivering some greyhounds to Stacie in Ebro. Like Pauline at Magic 
Touch Kennels in Pensacola, Stacie at the Ebro Kennel is who GPA/EC uses to kennel the GPA/EC grey-
hounds for the Panama City area while they are waiting to go to their foster homes. I was so impressed with 
the cleanliness of Stacie­s kennel. It is plain to see that Stacie takes pride in what she does and does it well. 
Thank you, Stacie, for all you do.  From the GPA/EC family on the West side¤.. Happy Holidays!   
                                                                                                                                                              Barbara Nuckols 
                                                                                        

Lisa Ulshoffer  (Major Lisa) 
 

     I­m Lisa Ulshoffer, a Major in the USAF. I had the good fortune to be stationed at Hurlburt field from 2001 
to early 2005.While there, I adopted my first greyhound, MCP­s Puddin, now known as ®Pasha.¯ Ann Bollens 
then talked me onto fostering, so in October of 2002, I got my first foster, New York Pride. As you can proba-
bly guess, I finally failed fostering  on my eleventh foster, and Dynamic Doleac became a member of the  
family as ®Sultan.¯ I fostered eighteen greyhounds while stationed at Hurlbut. 
     After my move to Ohio, I tried to get involved with a local group, and I do attend the monthly meet and 
greet, but they don­t foster here. So I was thrilled when I saw GPA/EC start the new sponsoring program.  I 
could continue to participate in the wonderful work you all do. Charlie Tuller has done a tremendous job and I 
love working with him on keeping our sponsorship magic going. I have four dogs-- two greyhounds, a parsons 
russell who was with me during all the fostering, and a new yorkawawa who thinks he­s a greyhound. I appre-
ciate the ability to continue to help greys and the wonderful GPA/EC organization. Someone asked me once, 
how I could foster when I knew I would have to give the greyhound up. My answer was simple-the Good Lord 
gave me a heart large enough that each dog could break a piece off when they went to their new homes, and I 
would have plenty left to love the next dog that came into my home. I can­t imagine a more wonderful gift 
than the love a rescued dog brings to your life. Thank you to all the folks who work with GPA/EC-the 
leadership, the foster parents, and the sponsors. I­m honored to be in your company. 

                                      
òRoad Warriors Hound Haulersó 

Charlie Dechant, Skip Bollens, Rick Head,  Max Kelley, Mark Cooper 
 

   Charlie, Skip, Rick, Max and Mark are the guys who have been making the hauls to Knoxville, Nashville, 
North Carolina, or wherever the GPA/EC hounds need to go to their new forever homes. In their capable hands 
we rest assured the greyhounds arrive at their destination safe, sound and happy. These dedicated guys take 
time from their own busy lives to make these trips, usually on a monthly basis and sometimes more often.  

Thanks guys for  a job Well Done! 
    Let me take this time to say ®good-bye¯ to Mark and Joan Cooper and wish them well in their  new home 
state. We will miss both of your smiling faces and all you have done for GPA/EC. Good luck and Happy Holi-
days from all the GPA/EC family! 

Charlie Mark Rick Skip Max 



Our Wonderful Foster Families 
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Charlie and Barbara  
 

David and Jennifer 
John and Bettie 
David and Lynn 
Max and Marsha 

Jodi 
Alesia 

Sam and Stephanie 
Chris and Cathy 
Ken and Kim 
Mike and Pat 
Skip and Ann 

Mark, Chryl and Brandi 
Bill and Donna 

Ricky and Donna 
Bill and Liz 

Lori 
Jan 

Alex and Karen 
Tonya 

Susan and Ski 

     
     Charlie and I have been together for nearly five years 
now. He is originally from the Dayton, Ohio area and I 
was born in Washington state. We both came to live in the 
northwest Florida area via the military. Charlie retired 
from the Air Force (Eglin AFB) and my late husband re-
tired from the Army.  All of our children are grown, mar-
ried and living on their own, thank goodness!  
      Our first introduction to greyhounds happened quite by accident. We 
were out riding around one day and decided to stop at the newly opened 
Petsmart in Pensacola. There was a ®Meet and Greet¯ going on and like 
everybody does, we stopped to ooh and aah over the beautiful hounds. I 
told Charlie I­d always wanted a greyhound and so we filled out an appli-
cation and adopted our very first greyhound, HK­s Molly. That was over 
three years ago. She was a skinny little girl, a blue brindle, and only 
twenty two months old. We have since added my precious Westie Terrier 
Sissy, our drama queen but loveable hound Bella, and our big beautiful 
black boy, Caesar. 
     Somewhere between Molly and Bella we decided to try fostering. Our 
first foster was a gorgeous boy named Mac Stretch. We almost failed our 
first foster, but after being with us for less then two weeks he went to his 
forever home in Louisiana. I­m surprised the group let us foster again. 
Boy did I mess up with our first foster! We gave him what I­m sure was 
his first bath ever and he fell in the tub and I thought he broke all his 
legs. I didn­t know Greyhounds sometimes just collapse from warm  
water. Next I took him to get his stitches out from neutering a week too 
early and I fed him the morning of his leaving on the haul to Louisiana. 
Talk about doing everything wrong! 
     Our most memorable foster has to be Maui Wowie--what a girl! We 
fostered her over the Thanksgiving/Christmas holidays. Maui had the sil-
liest ears God could give a greyhound. They pointed forward and crossed 
in the middle. She was black and white and it seemed her markings just 
made everything worst. We nicknamed her ®Owie Maui.¯ Her first day in 
foster she fell in the pool. She also had the beginning of a ®happy tail,¯ 
and as the days went by and because she was a happy girl, the happy tail 
got worse. I would think we had it under control when she would go into 
some really violent tail wagging and we would have to start all over with 
the bandages, etc. Each room in the house looked like a crime scene with 
blood splatters all over the walls. As I said we had her over the holi-
days¤ Maui luuuved  Christmas! The decorations, the cookies, the food, 
the presents, the Christmas tree, the candy, the ornaments and did I men-
tion the Christmas tree?  We had no ornaments on the  bottom third of 
the tree. Some she ate, some she played with, some???? Well we just 
don­t know.  Yep, Maui was some kinda girl. She was adopted and is liv-
ing in Louisiana now, and I­m sure her new family love her. 
     We have fostered many dogs since Maui and find it very rewarding.
( It is also comforting to know there­s only one Maui Wowie.) 

 

Merry Christmas! 
Charlie and Barbara 

                                                                            



    The Doctorõs Office 
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     Presented here are some of Doctor Stack­s recommendations for healing those wounds 
that don­t require a visit to the veterinarian but leave us scratching our heads about how to 
deal with them. 
 
     Hydrotherapy: I couldn­t agree more with the people who have posted about the healing  
power of plain old water. For any of the really banged up greyhounds, particularly those 
with a lot of bruising/bleeding under the skin or wounds that aren­t going to or can­t be 
sewed, gently hosing down the wounds for five minutes twice a day works wonders. 
Stitches with bruising and/or edema, drains, open wounds--- all can be hosed gently. With 
large areas that can­t be bandaged, this is usually the best solution. Often you can keep the 
open area covered with a size large t-shirt so the greyhound leaves it alone. 
 
     I­ve also stumbled upon the perfect leg bandage for greyhounds, which avoids the  
problem of tearing up the dog­s skin by taking off tape over and over to change bandages. 
It­s called a Nich. We buy it by the roll. It­s a stockinette-like (tube like) bandage, that 
comes in several sizes, from small enough to fit over a leg to large enough to fit around a 
neck. As the name stockinette implies, Nich is like a sock with both ends open. You simply 
cut a tube-shaped piece to the length you need. Pull it over the leg and tape it to the skin at 
the top only. This keeps your greyhound from licking the wound/stitches. It also gives you 
access to the wound to apply a topical medication by lifting up the Nich bandage. 
 
     The real beauty is that when it­s time to change the bandage, you leave the tape taped to 
the leg and just cut the Nich off. Apply a new piece of Nich by taping it on right over the 
old tape. Thus you can keep a leg bandaged for weeks and only have to remove the tape 
once at the end of the treatment. Mineral oil will help tape come off without irritating the 
skin so much.  
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Stack, DVM 


