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     Hi, I­m Lynn Hughes. I currently hold the position of 
Treasurer for Greyhound Pets of America/Emerald 
Coast. I also run the GPA/EC Greyhound Shoppe with 
Connie McMillan. I work full time as a Certified Regis-
tered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA). I stay busy raising my 
fifteen year old daughter and seeing that she gets to all 
her extracurricular activities. Sometimes I feel as if I 
need a forty eight hour day, but somehow it all  gets 
done. 

     My involvement with the greyhounds started back in 
the year two thousand, when I  wanted to adopt a greyhound. I called a local 
adoption group, but was told I could not qualify, because I only had a four foot 
fence around my yard.  I resigned myself to the fact that I wouldn't be able to 
adopt a greyhound, until I meet Connie McMillan. She lived in my neighbor-
hood and I saw her walking the most beautiful fawn greyhound one day. She 
told me about the greyhound adoption group and my interest in greyhound adop-
tion was rekindled. I  contacted the group and spoke with Renae Windley, who 
was president of the group at the time. I later adopted Tess, who very soon be-
came my ®heart dog.¯ I was soon preaching the gospel of  greyhound adoption to 
anyone who would listen. 

     The rest of my story parallels Connie McMillan­s. We soon discovered that 
the group was in dire need of help to raise funds. I noticed the beautiful collars 
some of the adopted greyhounds were wearing, and found out folks were order-
ing them from the Internet. Connie and I put our heads together, and decided  we 
could tap into this money making business. I asked Connie to teach me how to 
sew, bought my first sewing machine, and the rest is history. We started by using 
our own money to build up the inventory of what is now the GPA/EC Shoppe. 
We would pay ourselves back as we sold the merchandise. Now the store is self-
sufficient and is able to stand on its own. The best part  is that one hundred per 
cent of the profit goes to defray the cost of placing  retired racing greyhounds in 
their forever homes. 

     The best thing about being part of GPA/EC is having met so many people 
who I would never have met otherwise and now I call  my friends. The social 
events we have together with our beloved hounds keeps me going, because I see 
how much  everyone loves their greyhounds. It makes everything we do so 
worthwhile. 
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Editorial,   Barbara Nuckols 
       

     With Hound Dog Howliday 2010 all but history now, I would like to highlight some  new events that were 
introduced. Since this was our tenth anniversary, we had special goody bags that were given out for those who 
registered for the entire weekend. Connie McMillan embroidered the ®Inky¯ logo on the bags making them a 
real work of art. Greyt for those shopping trips and reusable too! We heard Connie­s sewing machines hum-
ming away for weeks. Thanks Connie! I can­t forget the yummy spaghetti dinner provided by the GPALA/MS 
group Friday night, which was also included with registration for the weekend. Skip Bollens gave a wonderful 
First Aid Class for the dogs. It was a huge success, with well over thirty people in attendance. 

     Another new addition to Hound Dog Howliday was the crowning of the Howliday 2010 King and Queen. 
These lucky hounds walked away with  beautiful collars to remember and flaunt their royalty. The crowned 
King of Howliday 2010 was Turtle, owned by the Hazzards from Nashville, Tennessee. The crowned Queen 
was Sweetie, owned by the Johnsons of Pace. Florida. You can see their pictures on the next page. What beau-
ties they are and so deserving of their crowns. 

     We also had the Group Theme Parade on the infield of the Ebro Greyhound track. There were some really 
interesting costumes to depict the different groups that participated. GPALA/MS made the Easter Egg Hunt 
even more interesting this year. A total prize of five hundred dollars was given in exchange for the play money 
found in this year­s Easter Eggs. The winning group was Greyhound Rescue Foundation of Tennessee. Lori 
Douglass introduced a fun new Bingo game that included finding hounds that meet the criteria for marking off 
the bingo squares.   

     Mother Nature also played a big part in our Howliday, with some rain and windy conditions. However, the 
skies did clear and the wind did slow down. The afternoon brought out many shoppers and what fun for those 
who participated in the raffles and auction to wind down the day. 

      Thanks to all those who made this our most successful Howliday fund raiser yet! We appreciate those who 
volunteered their time to help with this annual event. We are always looking for new and interesting ideas.  
Volunteers are also needed to help with this annual fund raiser. If you are interested in volunteering for next 
year­s event, contact any of the GPA/EC Board of Directors. See you in 2011. 
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